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Finding an effective way to involve parents in their children’s learning development can be 
challenging. Several obstacles teachers and parents face include language differences, busy 
schedules, and the sensitive nature of sharing students’ unique strengths and weaknesses 
with parents. This book of Parent Involvement Activities addresses these very concerns 
with over 300 math skill-building games, in English and Spanish, that integrate standards-
aligned content into student-friendly contexts inside—and outside—the home. Featuring 
graphic organizers for support and simple setup, these activities enable parents to enrich 
their children’s math knowledge while isolating specifi c areas of need. Send the reproducible 
activities home with students and create an environment of full support for every student 
and child. 

The Benefi t of Parent Involvement Activities

Students at all learning levels require some degree of parent-teacher interaction to help them 
achieve their potential. The activities in this book benefi t ELLs, and students with special 
needs, as well as those in general education. Written for easy application, tabbed by grade 
level, and organized by the NCTM strands (Number and Operations, Algebra, Geometry, 
Measurement, and Data Analysis and Probability), this book is designed for use by resource, 
ELL, and general educators, and teacher’s aides and paraeducators.

Each blackline master has a duplicate Spanish-language version ideal for ELLs, ESL students, 
and predominantly Spanish-speaking families. Spanish blackline masters are tabbed by grade 
level, K–1 and 2–3, for quick reference (see the second and fourth tabs of this volume). 

BLM 24

Dear Parents/Caregivers:

I thought you might like to know what your child has been learning in class. We have been 
working on identifying the two-dimensional shapes circle, square, triangle, rectangle, and 
hexagon. This means we have been identifying the shapes and matching them with their 
shape names.

Understanding the concept of identifying two-dimensional shapes and their names is 
important because it helps your child develop skills to discern shapes.

You can help your child identify two-dimensional shapes by doing one or more of the 
following activities:

Have a scavenger hunt with your child. Look for things around your home  ❑

that have the shape of a circle, rectangle, square, triangle, or hexagon. 
Make a list on a piece of paper with the picture of a shape, if your child 
is unfamiliar with the words for shape names, or shape names. Have your 
child put a tally mark or check mark next to the shape or shape name each 
time he or she fi nds the shape. For example, you and your child might fi nd a 
rectangular tabletop; then, put a check mark next to the shape or the word 
rectangle on the list. Which shape did you fi nd the most? 

Read with your child some books about shapes. As you read, or have your  ❑

child read, be sure he or she points out the shapes in the illustrations and the 
words on the page.

Work with your child to create a drawing or design using only the fi ve  ❑

shapes: rectangle, circle, triangle, hexagon, and square. Draw the shapes on 
a separate piece of paper for your child to use as a reference. Have your child 
color or paint the artwork and label the different shapes using the correct 
word names.

106

BLM 24

Estimado Padre/Tutor:

Pensé que le gustaría saber lo que su hijo(a) ha estado aprendiendo en clase. Hemos estado 
trabajando en identifi car las fi guras bidimensionales círculo, cuadrado, triángulo, rectángulo 
y hexágono. Esto signifi ca que hemos estado identifi cando las fi guras y relacionándolas con 
sus nombres.

El entender el concepto de identifi car las fi guras bidimensionales y sus nombres es importante 
porque ayuda a su hijo(a) a desarrollar aptitudes para descifrar las fi guras.

Usted puede ayudar a su hijo(a) a identifi car las fi guras bidimensionales haciendo una o 
más de las siguientes actividades:

Busque cosas alrededor de la casa con su hijo(a) que tengan la fi gura de un  ❑

círculo, rectángulo, cuadrado, triángulo o hexágono. Haga una lista en 
un papel con el dibujo de una fi gura, si su hijo(a) no conoce las fi guras de 
acuerdo a su nombre por escrito. Pídale a su hijo(a) que haga una marca 
o una palomita al lado de la fi gura o del nombre de la fi gura cada vez que 
él(ella) encuentre la fi gura. Por ejemplo, si usted y su hijo(a) encuentran una 
mesa rectangular, entonces ponen una palomita al lado de la fi gura o la 
palabra rectángulo en la lista. ¿Cuál fi gura encontraron más? 

Lea con su hijo(a) algunos libros sobre fi guras. Conforme lean, o conforme  ❑

su hijo(a) lea, asegúrese de que él(ella) señale las fi guras en las ilustraciones y 
las palabras en la página. 

Trabaje con su hijo(a) para crear un dibujo o un diseño utilizando solamente  ❑

las cinco fi guras: rectángulo, círculo, triángulo, hexágono, y cuadrado. 
Dibuje las fi guras en un papel para que su hijo(a) las utilice como referencia. 
Ponga a su hijo(a) a colorear o pintar el dibujo y a clasifi car las diferentes 
fi guras utilizando las palabras correctas.
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How to Use This Book

On each blackline master, a heading at the top of the page specifi es which math strand the 
following activities will address. Photocopy blackline masters that correspond to the math 
skills under review in your classroom (or those on which students need remediation), and 
send them home with students. Graphic organizers, which appear beside selected blackline 
master pages, give parents an additional resource with which to perform the activities. The 
blackline masters do not need to be administered in numerical order. Instead, designate the 
most relevant skills according to the unique needs of your students and assign the activities 
based on this consideration. For instance, although the book’s fi rst strand is Number and 
Operations, if a student specifi cally needs remediation on Geometry, skip ahead to the 
applicable pages.

Follow up with parents often—their input is valuable in addressing skills that may escape 
your attention in the classroom environment. Parents can be the most effective resource to 
help a good student exceed expectations and a struggling student to reach grade-level math 
profi ciency. Although these pages provide a way to facilitate parental involvement, they are 
just the beginning of a robust one-to-one conversation. Further communication through 
email, telephone, and interpersonal conferencing is essential to supply a broader context in 
which parents can become better informed and maximize the value of these activities.

Research Foundation

Parent Involvement Activities feature school/home connections that reinforce concepts 
beyond the classroom. Research (Henderson & Berla, 1994) demonstrates that student 
achievement improves when parents and caregivers are actively involved in their children’s 
education. Liontos (1991) also shows that low-performing children have the most to gain 
from the involvement of parents and caregivers, and that parents care deeply about their 
children’s success but may need instruction about how to help students at home. This book 
provides parents with a multitude of ideas to enhance children’s literacy skills at home, in 
the grocery store, in the car, or at the park. 
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Graphic organizers 

support selected 

activities. This polygon 

labeling worksheet 

provides images of 
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parents will look for 

together, as illustrated 

in the fi rst activity 
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organizers that appear 

on pages opposite 

blackline masters, as 

in this example, can be 

photocopied and sent 

home with students.
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